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President resigns after two weeks
Kassing named acting President
By Janine Stanhope
Daily Online Editor
Count on San Jose State University
acting President Don Kassing to hit
the ground running with his new
appointment front California State
University Chancellor Charles B.
Reed.
Kassing accepted the assignment
following the Aug. 2 resignation of Dr.
Paul Yu, who was originallv slated to
permanently till the president position
starting with the Fall semester.
Following Monday’s Welcoming
Fall Address to campus faculty and
staff at Morris Dailey Auditorium,
Associated Students President Rachel
Greathouse said she was encouraged
to hear that the traditional start of the
school year was not overlooked.
"Kassing stepped or and business is
as it should be, Greathouse said. "He
was right on about the direction of the
University."
His speech addressed campus pride
and outlined a strategic plan of action
so it is known where other people were
and how they were working on the
plan on campus, she said.
"I think that Kassing is a great
administrator on campus," she said.
"I’ve worked with him on several
university committees and he will be
able to provide the leadership in the
direction the campus needs."
remarks
Kassi rig’s
described
the benefits of how former interim
President Joseph Crowley helped the
campus faculty and staff who took
over to develop the plan while the
search committee was looking for
a reph
tent Mr former President
Robert .tret.
"Joe t. rowley’s informed intuition
is that this campus feels good." Kassing said. "We know what the work is
and our ,o1) is to get around it and get
moving.
Kassing named three points
protecting
from a strategic plan
instruction, a strong infrastructure and
resources for exceptional planning.
"We have another reason for
optimism," K ’,rising said. "We need to
start a conversation among ourselves
to adopt a strategic planning polic y"
He outlined how an increased
enrollment, the award -winning Dr.
Pu lartin Luther King Jr. Joint Library,
the student environment around the
Campus Village and funding with
the development of the new Tower
Foundation oiler continued benefits to
the student community.
Crowley observed one flawed point
lion) the view of an academician and
that was the important role ii infor-

By Jennifer McLain
Daily Executive Editor

Ashley Bess / Daily Staff
San Jose State University acting President Don Kassing speaks during the Welcome Fall Address in Morris
Dailey Auditorium on Monday.
minion tedmology, Kassing said.
Kassing also said future challenges were to address the potential
for a more centralized approach to
technology management and the
critical maintenance issues that will be
necessary to equip classrooms.
Future education effectiveness
challenges included the organization
of an innovative strident tracking
system to determine if the university

are improving, Kassing said.
Academic Senate Chair Annette
Nellen said Kassing was or at) awkward
position to start the academic year.
"He is likely to be the president fin
the academic year," Nellen said. "We
have lots of things going on."
Nellen said the Academic Senate
was ready to work with Kassing in taking the management role liar :wade:Inc
planning and infrastrucnue matters

and how they want it to tit tog,ether.
"We can move forward with the
strategic plan and the process," she
,aid." firings are inn motion.’
Nellen said the next step will be up
to Chancellor Reed to determine the
timeline for finding, the next groop nil
candidates for president.
"The pool of possiHe candidates
see

KASSING, page 5

Online registration proves
somewhat successful
By John Myers
Daily A&E Editor
State
San
Jose
Although
.Universitys online registration system
registrar
a
university
is not complete,
administrator said the system has been
updated as new components become
available.
Frank Wada, director of registrar
services at SJSU, said enrollment periods this semester have been extended
in order to give students more time to
fill their schedules,
"We wanted to get to the initial
enrollment times, the enrollment
appointments we send to students, as
earlr as possible," he said.
’ With the second registration, the
open enrolltnent period, we extended
the dates so there is only three days
between the end date of‘ registration
and the day classes begin."
Sonic students have saki it has been
easy to log into the system using the

Yu cites
’health
conditions’

NlySjS( I portal.
"I have had no problems logging
on," transfer student Anna Guseva
sUch "Each time I try to check it, it
works fine."
The admissions process for new
and transfer students has also been
updated, said Susan Hoagland,
interim director of’ enrollment and
.tcadernir services.
Catherine Burnieisfer / Daily Staff
"There is more self-service," she Students register online at the Student Union before classes start on
said. "Students can check (enrollWednesday.
ment shuns) anytime online, and the
intimmation is updated in real time. If
students want to make changes, they status and other informatinn regarding the MySJS11 site first. If it is says the
sniclent needs instructor consent, then
can just dosenload the Intim click a enrollment.
"It was all in letter form in the the student needs an add code. It it
button ;mil it goes straight to the
says nothing and there Is still space
old system Oil tint AdIIIISSilln
admissions offic e."
available, then the student won’t need
lOagland said.
loagland said about 9C percent
made
a code."
been
of SJSO applications are completed
al,),
Changes have
Wads said about iS percent to
to the schedule adinstment period,
...1) the Internet. Alter the in
20 percent of classes will ncrt require
student completes the application, the registrar services direCtor Wad.) said.
admissions office receives the strldent’s
"Once classes start, doting the students to obtain add codes. Many of
e mad address and sends the student schedule adjustment period, some these courses are engineering daises,
SO
coinses
the
scon’t need an add n.,,de,"
an e mail with a pas,word
Vadd said "Student, should sheik
nee 11.EG ISTRATION. page 8
student can n heck lees, application

Just 21 days after San Jose
State University President Paul Yu
resigned, a newly appointed acting
President Don Kassing welcomed
a crowd of faculty, students and
community members into the fall
semester Monday at the Morris
Dailey AuditoriuM.
"1 know that we all expected to
be hearing from a new president
this fall at the Fall Address. We were
excited about haying Paul Yu as our
president. We were enjoying getting
to know him and getting a sense of his
leadership," the former vice president
for administration and finance said.
"We now understand he was
faced with a eery difficult decision
regarding his health. His decision to
put his health first was a necessary one
and it is important for all of us to wish
him well," Kassing said.
Yu resigned on Aug. 2 due to
health conditions. These conditions,
however, have not yet been explained
to the public, and Yu has been
unavailable for comment.
While there has been concern
among community members that Vu’s
resignation due to health concerns
may not be legitimate, both Kassing
and Associated Students President
Rachel Greathouse confirmed his
health condition as real and serious.
"1 knew before the announced
Iris resignation) that he had health
conditions. The
week
before
he resigned I tried to schedule
meeting with him but it seas very
difficult because of Ins health," saki
Greathouse, a recreation and leisure
studies senior.
Sarah Stillman, director of
faculty affairs for AS., said it was
questionable whether the reason
for Vu’s resignation was legitimate,
but after Kassing participated in
the A.S. retreat, Kassing explained
the condition to members of the
A ssociated Students,
"The condition is definitely
legitimate and it was a really tough
decision for (Yu)," Stillman said.
Nlembers of the AS., however,
were advised not to share the
information with the public. Yu has
not yet made a formal announcement
and could not be reached for
continent.

PAUL VU
On Aug. 2. a press release
announced Yu would resign, just
two weeks utter starting his tenure
at SJSIT.
Acci)rding
the press release,
Calitinnia
State
Ilniyersity
Chancellor Charles B. Reed said an
interim president will loe chosen in
the "near future."
"The trustees and I regret that Paul
had to step down. but his health and
his family comes first. He certainly
had the potential to be a great leader
fur San Jo". We wish hien all the
best," Reed said.
Huy Tram a political science senior
who attended many of the presidential
search thrums last semester, said he
was disappointed to hear Yu resigned.
"He has a Yen- unique perspective
about campus attair. He would have
brought a lot of insight to SJSU,"
Tran said.
In addition. Iran noted Yu’s
resignation was not only .1 loss of
leadership. but .tho
:055 Mr the
signific ant Asian population attending
San Jose State University.
Iran said he was disappointed that
Yu will not lead the campus, yet he is
still hopeful Lout the future.
"kVe did go a couple of semesters
with an interim president, and now
we are in A hit of limbo, but knowing
Don Kassings work ethics and his
capabilities. I an) very optimistic,"
Tran said.
Annette Nellen, the chair of the
Academic Senate. said she does not
know when to expect ;an interim
president.
"It’s in the hand +)f the trustee;,"
Nellen said. "We are waiting for the
chancellor to make in decision."
Kassing is not yet sure how long
Ire is expected to be acting president.
When asked whether he expect, to
be acting president Mr two weeks,
two months, six months or twnu years,
Kassing replied. "I don’t know."
"Presidelitial searches take a
while," Kassing said. "The chancellor
needs enough time to work with his
board and sort out options."

Football task force
unnecessary, temporarily
By Mark Cornejo
Daily Sports’ Editor
With San Jose State University
President-Paul Yu stepping down from
his position earlier this month, the
plans for a task force to investigate
the university’s athletic standing have
been put on hold,
Don Kassing, SJSU’s acting
president, addressed the issine in his
welcoming speech to the university
on Monday,
"In the absence of an interim
president, 1 am holding off in naming
that task force," Kissing said. "It
seems to me that this group should
be appointed by the person likely to
receive their report."
Kassing added that there has
been no decision on when an interim
president will be named,
Yu was planning to go forward with
the task force that was -first brought up
by former Interim President Joseph

Crowley, but Yu had yet to appoint any
members before his resignation.
Crowley first dismissed forming
the task force last semester after the
Academic Senate voted to remove
Divisiomn T -A fnnn,tbail from s.150athletics, which has been in place at
the university since 1893.
In a letter Crowley sent to the
Academic Senate, he said he did not
agree with the vote because there was
no plan Set in place after the next
president decided whether or not to
keep football as a SJSU sport,
’,As you know," Crowley wrote,
"Division I has three subdivisions:
1-A and 1 -AA, which relate to the
two distinct levels of NCAA football,
and 1 -AAA, which is a category for
Division 1 schools that do not have
Motball."
Crowley added that the task force 1s,
report on the state of Spartan athletics
see TASK

FORCE, page 4
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Yu’s departure eaves SJSU in familar territory
It’s a new semester here at San Jose State University and
as much as things have changed around here, the more they
have stayed the same.
For those of you who have not yet heard the big news
over the summer let me get you up to speed. Last semester
the university was looking for a new president and this
semester SJSU will still be looking for someone to move
into Tower Hall.
The job opening for the university’s top spot was first
created when Robert Caret, who had been with SJSU since
1995, decided to go to Towson University more than a year
ago.
The ensuing presidential search came up lame when no
one suitable for the position was found.
Round two seemed be a different story when Dr. Paul
Yu was hired toward the end of last semester.
After two long and arduous presidential searches, the
SJSU community was ready to embrace Yu as its new
leader and face of the university.
In a Spartan Daily story covering the presidential
search last semester, Huy Tran, Associated Students
director of governing affairs, referred to Yu as a "breath of
fresh air."
Yu, who was previously at the helm for the State
University of New York College at Brockport, was hailed
for raising academic standards at that university.
As students left for summer vacation it seemed that

SJSU was finally ready to move forward, but then everyone
was thrown a curveball. At the beginning of the month it
was announced that Yu had resigned for health reasons. Yu
had been on the job for less than a month.
As it turns out, Yu did not stick around long
enough for us to take a full breath of that fresh
air or to see if that air would have eventually
turned stale. We’ll never know what the Yu
legacy at SJSU could have been.
Yu’s abrupt departure has raised many
questions.
The extent of Yu’s health problems is unknown. The San Jose Mercury News reported
that Yu, 62, had gone through hip replacement
surgery at the end of his term at Brockport.
Right now we can only speculate as to
whether that surgery is indeed the reason for
ERIK
his resignation. We can only wonder how serious his ailment may be because Yu has decided
stay very private on the matter.
While Yu does have a right to his privacy, I wish that
he would open up a little to his would -have -been constituency.
According to one SJSU official, she did not find
out about Yu’s resignation until she opened up the next
morning’s newspaper. Yu did not address SJSU faculty or
release a public statement before he went back to

The fact that Yu was given up to 26,000 for less than
a month of work is all the more reason why he should
compromise a hit of his privacy and give SJSU some
answers.
It’s no secret that SJSU has seen more budget cuts this
year and another rise in fees and tuition. Yu’s resignation
means there will be up to $26,000 less for scholarships and
programs.
Former interim President Joseph Crowley was able to
keep the pieces together before Yu’s arrival and I’m sure
acting President Don Kassing will do a good job holding
down the fort, So while Yu’s departure is not the end of
the world, make no mistake about it it was a big blow
to SJSU.
This university will once again have to expel precious
time and energy in finding the new right man or woman
for the job.
SJSU now finds itself in a familiar position: searching
for a permanent president.
Hopefully, the third time is a charm.

Brockport, N.Y.
This affair not only affects the morale of SJSU but also
hits it in the pocketbook. SJSU paid $16,000 to move Yu
from New York to San Jose and the university’s foundation
gave him up to $10,000 to move back to
the east coast.
With Yu’s departure under a cloud of
secrecy, it is easy to understand why some
people might feel slighted or betrayed.
Scott Herhold, a columnist for the San
Jose Mercury News, wrote, "Yu should
repay it all. He owes the community a
more convincing explanation of his health
problems, which sound like a cover for a
loss of heart. Absent that, he owes the
money."
I doubt that the reason Yu gave for his
LACAYO
resignation is really just a cover for a loss of
heart, but I can see why Herhold and others
might jump to that conclusion.
It is for that reason Yu should end his silence and
say something to the SJSU community. We deserve an
explanation.
If he was a little more specific about his health problems,
I am sure that he would see an outpouring of sympathy and
support from members of this university in hopes that he
would see a full recovery.

Erik Lacayo is the Spartan Daily opinion editor.
"Lacayo Munch,’ appears every Wednesday.

GUEST COLUMN

SPARTA GUIDE
Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The deadline for entries is noon three
working days before the desired publication date. Entry forms are available in the Spartan Daily office in Dwight
Bentel Hall, room 209. Entries can also be e-mailed to spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu titled "Sparta Guide." Space
restrictions may require editing of submissions. Entries are printed in the order in which they are received.
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MONDAY, AUGUST 30

SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry
Mass will take place at 12:10 p.m. at the SJSU
Catholic Campus Ministry chapel. For more
information, call Father Mike Carson at 9381610.
SJSU Choraliers
Auditions for trained singers will be held from
2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. the Music building, room
150. For more information, call 924-4333.
Interfraternity Council
A presentation and house tours will take place
at 6 p.m. in the Student Life Center. For more
information, call James Dunn at 506-2877.

THURSDAY
SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry
Mass will take place at 12:10 /MTh at the SJSU
Catholic Campus Ministry chapel. For more
information, call Father Mike Carson at 9381610.
Interfraternity Council
A scholarship barbeque will be held from 11
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Seventh Street barbeque
pits. For more information, call James Dunn at
506-2877.
SJSU Choraliers
Auditions for trained singers will be held from
2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. the in Music building,
room 150. For more information, call 924-4333.
Interfraternity Council
A presentation and house tours will take place at
6 p.m. in the Student Life Center. For more
information, call James Dunn at 506-2877.
San Jose Repertory Theatre
"SJSU College Night," a free open house party
for SJSU students will take place at 8 p.m. at the
San Jose Repertory Theatres rooftop terrace. For
more information, call 367-7297.

FRIDAY
SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry
Mass will take place at 12:10 p.m. at the SJSU
Catholic Campus Ministry chapel. For more
information, call Father Mike Carson at 9381610.

SUNDAY
SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry
"Faithful Citizenship" will take place at 6 p.m.
at the SJSU Catholic Campjis Ministry lounge.
For more information, call -Father Mike Carson
at 938-1610.

SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry
Mass will take place at 12:10 p.m. at the SJSU
Catholic Campus Ministry chapel. For more
information, call Father Mike Carson at 9381610.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 31
SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry
Mass will take place at 12:10 13.111. at the SJSU
Catholic Campus Ministry chapel. For more
information, call Father Mike Carson at 9381610.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry
Mass will take place at 12:10 p.m. at the SJSU
Catholic Campus Ministry chapel. For more
information, call Father Mike Carson at 9381610.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry
Mass will take place at 12:10 p.m. at the SJSU
Catholic Campus Ministry chapel. For more
information, call Father Mike Carson at 9381610.
Asian Baptist Student Koinonia
A new student welcome night will take place at
6 p.m. in the Umunhum room of the Student
Union. For more information, call Chantra Chao
at 472-2465.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

Stepping into the new
semester with confidence
Fall is an exciting time for the university the campus don, avoid layoffs and hit our enrollment target for the new
is buzzing with activity as students return to the dorms, academic year. I’m happy to report that we are on target for
reconnect with friends, and try to locate and add classes. And all three.
We will be working on a number of key strategic
for new students, making friends and facing the challenges of
becoming familiar with the campus. We love the energy as initiatives this year. I’ll mention just two. First, enrollment
the campus comes alive with student activity. This semester, management is vitally important so that we might meet
we expect to be 3 percent to 5 percent ahead of last fall’s our target goals. A task force, established by Associate Vice
enrollment.
President of Enrollment Marshall Rose, is developing a plan
I know you expected to start the fall semester with a new to assist that process. We will continue to work on improving
president in charge at San Jose State University. Instead, our ability to recruit and retain qualified students.
Another strategic initiative
you’ve found an acting president at the helm.
to develop a
We regret that health issues forced Paul Yu to
shared vision of the future of SJSU is also on
our agenda. The Academic Senate has recently
resign, and we wish him well in his recovery.
While we await a decision from the California
adopted a strategic planning policy. This year
State University Chancellor’s Office on a new
we will work with various constituencies
interim president, we’ll continue doing what
faculty, staff, students and the community
we do best educating and enriching the
to develop a collaborative, inclusive stralives of our students.
tegic planning process for a shared vision,
Within the past week, we provided an
long range goals and performance indicators
orientation for 20 new faculty members, held
for the university. This process will help us
a convocation for more than 1,000 freshmen
stay accountable to our teaching and learning
and new students and held our annual fall
mission.
address for faculty and staff’. The semester is
For example, when Campus Village first
off to a good start.
opens its doors in the fall o(2005, it will signal
SSING
DON
KA
SJSU is a strong and resilient institution.
the beginning of a significant change in the
culture of the university. We will become a
Our faculty, staff and students are first class.
more residential campus, moving from 2,200
We have certainly demonstrated our strengths
over the past year. We graduated the largest classes in our to 3,400 students in residence. This academic year, leaders in
history a record 5,920 graduate and undergraduate
the Division of Student Affairs will closely examine campus
students. We can take tremendous pride in the thousands of life at SJSU and create a vision for its future by researching
well-prepared graduates we send out into Silicon Valley and campus life models at comparable, urban campuses around
into the world each year. They continue to earn us cotnpli- the countryThey will identify best practices and will dialogue
ments from the corporations, schools, medical centers and and partner with current students, faculty and staff.
We hope that these efforts will motivate you to become
halls of government where they are hired, and where they
bring their great work ethic, their up-to-the-minute training, involved in campus and community activities, and to feel
and their can -do attitude.
pride in your alma mater.
We can take pride in how the university has weathered
People tend to think of presidents as the voice of an
the recent bad economic times. For instance, we handled institution, and clearly, that is one of their roles. But I think
the uncertainties of state funding by examining how we do the university really is a place of thousands of voices. As we
business. We looked at cost efficiencies and we prepared for begin this year, I hope that you will raise your voice to tell
budget cuts. In the past two years, we made cuts of $9 million others that our ship is steady and on course; we have a great
and $14 million. Yet with the planning process we used, we cress and we are moving ahead with confidence.
were able to keep the university in financial equilibrium.
Everyone took a part in this process. You have contributed to
our continuing ability to deliver quality education by paying
Don Kassing is the San Jose State University acting
president.
increased fees.
During the difficult budget process, we were committed
Guest columns appear every Wednesday.
to three key priorities for the university: to protect instrucTHOUGHT CRIMES

SJSU Catholic Campus Ministry
Mass will take place at 12:10 13.m. at the SJSU
Catholic Campus Ministry chapel. For more
information, call Father Mike Carson at 9381610.

KONSTANTIN ABADJIEV

Associated Students Campus Recreation
A three-on -three basketball league meeting will
take place at 3 p.m. at the Associated Students
House. Anyone interested in joining an intramural basketball team is encourced to attend. For
more information, call Rita Chandler at 9246266.
Associated Students Campus Recreation
A flag football league meeting to form flag
football teams will takeplace at 4 p.m. at the
Associated Students House. Anyone interested
in joining an intramural flag football team is
encouraged to attend. For more information, call
Rita Chandler at 924-6266.
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SJSU ranks in top 100 for Hispanic grads
By Janine Stanhope
Doily Online Editor

Every year, publications such as U.S. News
& World Report will pick the 100 top-ranked
universities nationwide.
During the 2001-02 school year, San Jose
State University was ranked 27th in the nation for
awarding the most bachelor’s degrees to Hispanics,
according to the latest report bly the National Center for Education Statistics, S SU was also ranked
28th for awarding 136 master’s degrees in addition
to the 552 baccalaureate degrees. The survey was
published in the May 3, 2004, issue of Hispanic
Outlook in Higher Education.
Some students say these reports are good for the
image of the university and they are uplifting for
student morale,
On the other hand, some faculty members say
that while the numbers reflect a successful impact
on the community with an increase in the local
demographics, they do not truly represent a policydriven campus dynamic.
Erlinda Yanez, a junior social science major
who also works as the Mexican -American studies
program secretary, said she recently transferred
from San Jose City College and is impressed with
the report.
"Its certainly a step in the right direction,"
Yanez said. "SJSU is a place that will nurture their
interests with a respect for who they are."
Yanez said the university "is in a good place" for
students who commute and want to live on campus
as well.
"Considering that the Silicon Valley has such a
high Latino population, it speaks well that so many
are staying locally" she said.
Diana Leon is a freshman at Evergreen Valley
College who also plans to complete the general

education requirements before enrolling at SJSU.
She said she is more motivated sifter hearing
about the new report.
"I think it’s great because I want to stay within
the city’ and go to SJSU," she said. "I’ve lived here
all my life and want to go to SJSU. I do have a

"SJSU is a great school
for Latino students in a
lot of ways. ... They can
be home and drive in and
stay withfamily."
Marcos Pizarro,
associate professor
couple of friends there and like it there."
Leon said she has been a receptionist for the
past three years for the San Jose Mexican American
Community Services Agency youth programs,
which is directly aimed at helping Latino students.
The director of the social science department,
Henry Gutierrez, said, however, it is valuable to
ask more questions about where the leaders from a
growing demographic will come from in the future
if not from here.
"In effect, we’re educating the new majority,"

DAVENPORT, Iowa Vice President Dick Cheney, whose daughter
Mary is a lesbian, spoke supportively
about fp. relationships on Tuesday,
saying freedom means freedom for
everyone."
At a campaign rally in this Mississippi River town, Cheney was asked
about his stand on gay marriage an
issue for which his boss, President
Bush, has pushed for a constitutional
amendment to ban such unions.
"Lynne and I have a gay daughter,
so it’s an issue our fussily is very familiar with," Cheney told an audience
that included his daughter. "With the
respect to the question of relationships, my general view is freedom
means freedom for everyone ... People
ought to be free to enter into any kind

of relationship they want to.
"The question that comes up with
the issue of marriage is what kind of
official sanction or approval is going to
be granted by government? Historically’,
that’s been a relationship that has been
handled by the states. The states have
made that fundainental decision of
what constitutes a marriage," he said.
Bush backs a constitutional
amendment prohibiting gay’ marriage,
a move Cheney says was prompted by
various judicial rulings, including the
action in Massachusetts that made gay
marriage legal.
"I think his perception was that
the courts, in effect, were beginning to
change, without allowing the people to
be involved," Cheney said. "The courts
were making the judgment for the
entire country"
Last month, Lynne Cheney said

Got air.

Gutierrez said. "We need to say we are meeting the
challenges by addressing their needs and abilities
and experiences they bring to us."
Gutierrez said that the past 12 years of statistics
do not directly reflect a fair proportion to the curriculum content or to how many faculty members
are Hispanic.
"The statistics do not reflect an effort on the
part of the institution," he said.
When it comes to hiring Hispanic faculty, the
numbers decrease from 6 percent to 5 percent,
which Gutierrez said shows we are going in the
wrong direction.
"If we take seriously the (different) kinds of
rankings, then we need to develop curriculum and
faculty that speak to who we are rather than try to
take credit for this as a result from a policy on the
part of the campus," he said.
Gutierrez also said it is important to incorporate
different perspectives in general education courses.
The Mexican-American studies graduate coordinator and associate professor, Marcos Pizarro,
said educational issues and the success of Hispanic
students will be essential to everyone in the future
in addition to students who live in the area.
"SJSU is a great school for Latino students in a
lot of ways," he said. "They can be home and drive
in and stay with family. It Is important."
Pizarro said although he is glad to see that SJSU
is awarding so many’ diplomas, he has concerns that
the number of students should be more.
The local K-12 school numbers are 30 percent
to 40 percent Latino and are significantly higher
while we are 10 percent or 15 percent, he said.
"I’m hopeful and excited, but there’s still a lot of
work that needs to be done," he said.
The SJSU Web site reports that SJSU is one
of only three universities in California to offer a
master’s degree in Mexican-American studies.

Cheney says same-sex marriage a state issue
Associated Press
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states should have the final say over the
legal status of personal relationships, a
comment that came just days before
the Senate failed to back the ban.
Cheney said the amendment did
not have the votes to pass, but he also
said the federal Defense of Marriage
Act, which President Clinton signed
into law in 1996, may be enough.
"Most states have addressed this
and there is on die books the federal
statute, the Defense of Nlarriage Act,
passed in 1996, and to date, it has not
been successfully challenged in the
courts and may be sufficient to resolve
the issue," the vice president said.
The Cheneys have two daughters,
both of whom are working on the
campaign. Mary Cheney is director
of vice presidential operations for the
Bush -Cheney re-election campaign.
She held a public role as her father’s

LOWEST TEXTBOOK PRICES
GUARANTEED!

Julia Weeks / Daily Staff
Carlin Needham, a local high school student, skateboards in front of
the Administration building Friday.

assistant in the 2000 campaign and
helped the GOP recruit gay voters
during the 2002 midterm elections.
During the 2000 campaign, vice
presidential candidate Dick Cheney took
the position that states should decide
legal issues about personal relationships
and that people should be free to enter
relationships of their choosing.
Addressing Bush’s position on the
amendment, Cheney said, "at this
point, save my’ own preference, as I
have stated, but the president makes
policy for the administration. He’s
made it clear that he does, in fact,
support a constitutional amendment
on this issue."
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Dead crow found
at SJSU tests negative
for West Nile virus
By Erik Lacayo
Doily Opinion Editor

With the West Nile virus spreading across the state, officials at San
Jose State University said they are
closely monitoring the situation, even
though there have been 00 reported
cases of the virus at SIMI.
"Fortunately there have been no
reported human cases here," said Dr.
Steven Harris, director of the Student
Health Center. "If we had several
human cases it would be a lot bigger
of a concern."
Them have beet) at least 277
reported human .cases of the West
Nile virus in California and at least 12
birds have tested positive for the virus
in Santa Clara County, according
to the California West Nile Virus
Surveillance Information Center.
After a bird in San Jose tested
positive for West Nile, George Sabin,
the SJSU Risk Manager, sent out it
memo on July 29 to make the SJSU
community aware of the possible
epidemic.
"Santa Clara County has recently
reported the presence of West Nile
Virus (WNV) in the San Jose area,"
the memo said. "Dead birds may be a
sign that WNV is circulating between
birds and mosquitoes in 211 area."
According to the Centers for
Disease Control, the West Nile virus
is a potentially scrim’s illness that
has established itself as a seasonal
epidemic in North America during
the summer :Ind fall months. The
virus is generally passed between
infected birds and mosquitoes and
passed to humans by mosquito bites.
Some of the syinptoms may include
fever, headache, body aches, nausea
and vouniti ng.
Shortly after Sabino’s memo was
circulated-, a dead crow was found
on South Campus on Aug. 2. SJSU
environmental safety coordinator
Chandra Clowda said.
"So for there has only been 0I1C
bird that was a concern l’or us, which
was a crow in South Campus," Gowda
said.
The crow was sent to the Santa
Clara County Department of Health

Services where it tested negative
for the West Nile virus. The dead
crow was then scot to thc California
Environmental Protection Agency
for further testing and Gowda is still
waiting for those results, he said.
Gowda said he is not that
concerned about the pending results
since the first test turned up negative.
If they do turn up positive, Crowda
said he would circulate a memo to
the campus and wait for the county’s
advice as what to do next.
Gowda said that the county is only
interested in certain types of birds.
"We do what the county vector
control tells us to do, which is if it:
is a hawk, crow or blue jay they want
to pick it up and have it tested, and
you want to get it to them within 24
hours, If it’s any other. bird, they ask
that you wrap it in plastic and dispose
of it," said Dennis Suit, SJSU facility
services manager. "We had one dead
bird hem just recently and they didn’t
want it because it wasn’t a crow, blue
jay or hawk."
Harris said while he Inis yet to see
a human case of the West Nile virus
at SJSU, it is still a concern. Si) far he
had seen one case where someone was
tested for the virus, but it came up
negative.
"I fully expect; whether it is this
year or next, to start seeing human
cases " Harris said.
Harris said that it is probable the
West Nile virus has hit SJSU and that
it has gone undiagnosed SIIICC the
virus is most severe for those over 50
years of age.
The Centers for Disease Control
said that about 80 percent of
people infected will never show any
symptoms.
"A possible sign of having the
West Nile virus is having flu-like
symptoms, especially since it is not flu
season," Harris said.
A reason why the virus has not
been that large of a problem in this
area compared to other areas of the
state is because of the relatively small
mosquito population, Ilarris said.
"Thankfully, it haunt been that
large of a problem in this area, yet,"
Harris said.

TASK FORCE I Kassing encourages support of Spartan athletics
believe it is pruclont to assimie that
the cperience of other institutions
should be taken as applicable to what
we could expect at SJSU."
Kassing. added in his speech that.
lie urges the university to continue

continuedfrom page 1
would be used to determine in what
direction the university would go.
The letter made reference mother
California State Universities, such as
Cal State Long Beach and Cal State
Fullerton, which had dropped their
football .programs "without losing
philanthropic ground."
"I do not find the examples
persuasive," the letter read. "Every
university is different in terms
of their athletic history and the
importance of particular sports to the
community it serves. Cal State Long
Beach and Cal State Fullerton differ
considerably from San Jose State in
these respects."
Crowley continued, "Without an
in-depth study with regard to possible fund-raising impacts, I do not

their support of Spartan athletics until
the matter is resolved.
"In the meantime, though, our
student-athletes arc doing their best
for the upcoming season,’
prepare
to
Kassing said. "These are hard-work-

Mg young inen still women who
represent us."
The Spartans play their first home
game of lie 2004 Season on Sept, 18
against. Morgan State University in
the "Read 2 Lead" football classic.
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High school
student dies

BOBROW TEST
Preparation Services

ALL PROGRAMS Mhil’ ON CANIP(’S
Call today for a free brochure
(800)426-2769
Visit BTPs website:
www.bobrowtest. Colt)

Associated Press

SANTEE A San Diego County
high school student sent home on the
first day of school for violating the
school district’s new dress code was
killed when she lost control of her car,
according to the California Highway
Patrol.
Jessica Turner of Lakeside was
driving her 1991 Mercury Cougar on
state Route 67 just before 9:30 a.m.
Monday when the car left the road and
rolled over. She died at the scene.
It was not clear how Turner, 18,
violated the dress code, Mitch was
approved in June.
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of Student Life and Leadership. IFC welcomes you to
attend the following events which are free of charge:

Sprint PCS Vision Phone.
"

II

Large Full Color Screen
Customizable Picture Caller ID
SMS Text Messaging

O

IFC Presentation and House Tours
Wed 8.25.04 and Thur 8.26.04 at 6:00 PM
Meet at the Student Union

Save $150 after instant rebate with the activation eta new
1,ne ol semis)) on Sprint PCS Sontico Plan with Vision.
-fteg-Siii- Sprint PCS Vision Phone view by Samsung.

requims mole., Sprint FOS Advantage Agreement
flurry Of f er ends October ten, Mu

IFC Scholarship BBQ
Thur 8.26.04 from 11:00 AM to 2:30 PM
At the Seventh Street BBQ pit

1000 Anytime minutes/$45 a month

Visit www.sjsugreek.com for more Information!

et’

Other monthly chews apply,stobalaw.
Plan for California you eon
or 4.’ere Irt CA/NV while on the

.

Includes:
II Unlimited Highland Weekend Minutes
Nationwide Long Distance Included. Every minute Of everyday
le Add Unlimited PCS to PCS calling for $5 e month

We are now hiring graduating collage students iId-lingual candidates are encouraged to apply) for retail salot opportunities, For MOM information
please visit on online at www.sprint.com/hr. Sprint/9 proud to be a EEO/AA employer. We value diversity and offer a quality workplace.
rtll,t,kut

4rSprint Storer
rhocsomm

fir

STEVENS CREEK MAI CENTER
5194 Stevens Crook Blvd
(4081345 0300

TULLY RETAIL CENTER
7080 holly Hood
(408)773-5030

BLOSSOM HILL RETAIL CENTER
925 Blossom Hill Road
140360-0000

the Sprint Store At

FlaSoShack.

,MtLetw.

www.sprintpcs.com
I800-4110,4PCS

cl=
ram and turtharpos

Onnuener tter non, ol

04, N1f1 cal mono, hot fallASO.NOSof iilIctallot sot may rill, 4.0411. not Includad Surthotsto affi not tak1s

goretnrnent I ammo! NM.

l/Aorknide natroott Nadi/. UM 040 nollon pooplo Cootacia not av..! 1w/tywii1
On, may not lo 441a1/1, fottlywhom Sublet, to porkt farms and cotwittiohs apply CMS 14kt N14,00Ing, 4011 PCS Oct.’, Mall awl plotoWln oonlentl available
r 06011onll elibtok Geo MN tot
defailt offer and, 1040/01 SprInt Aisa WitliPlan Oiler enat 10,10/04 Plant avadablo
ttlklomaft aft,V4ONOV MOSan!flocicO Cattalo afsa
lanflod Wring .4 Indurlak San Tnrwitco. South San ffiltid40, Palo Allo Son Keen. &elle nosy 54010Cm, W.A14(41,11, Manna OW. 11,14014,
Oakland, Sant, Sala, Conotly.Dyfyillle, OulAln San Ramon. talavoito Wall., Cf.ok.0,1st. llaYamol ckftplolt
54150 AlaInIda 845o144. mliii. trinedadjhowntio, anSCuptitpc, Cahloinf a. while 0,00,0005 natoo4. Salt MIX l,,atocIr,14, nItoqnatlo,
411
fr.. 051t
01114,,l0 ii,. ulliry,) Mal NW domnsic foaming COI, p611Iwo Offing. of 4060 pat minute Vdral us* .nded
and 415 0 4,51 termination No apply A dapoto mAy1,0 tomtit od
liekl whelk tonatto Instant Sonelca Ceedil Itn,f
punt., .1.1

rt.tttatt%

acht,0 on of a now Spont pcs pnon, Adth attivillon 0. now WS of soo,,,,41m1woon 0,15,00 and in,t.04 Off of .nlv avaiia1.44 al telett glom. At selacl Wok 010
00111 applied al activatioi, and W1144440 On voter firtt or team,’ irrvolco Mail In fietvIta enght
pu,rh.14. oIl
00* Splint PCS Phona with Daly’s. on a nods’’, of taw.’ boto eon 0,14, toil I0/104. Otter net +teen. ol Wen note, Sat.,. CI141
.044 41,5
..nPf.t.,,,afmlnt,ot SN,litrf on, ravail5!.
04.!1100,41",10mt
flork lo.PI
Shad, Plains,, lialallaf 0613,1011,4. Intonate Eloctronies. 4OltlO,tPl0i awl Ora IPA, 4.4 ’Into..
4t0r, ptornato ot O tow S;If Ito PCS Oil. Plow* Mani VI400 owl activation 414 now lino of Splint PCS VIVO, 141,16o with a two.loat Splint Pt SArlatlKo AgItoment loan ar041104
Wy1044
not nwerlod total plitame !gip, of 0, 01,01.
P4,/le Pnr11.111651.11/15tn Of nnw 411101.1,y Imtn,rid and atuvatto Sy 101004 Acorimf ’Math, Inpf active 14,30 conlcultwo day. 10 qualify filo, iltdorliof 11111rpo. trlov
..Tomi tot +port, Ian ps,n th phoe Nplid
pcs lkwa,Wsdo,oato.nls N.. policy Inthdet Opne /efund yelqn 14 .days ’10 440 thafget ktfl apply, Porno upgretto ornerier] ht0, la mooll,.ilinuout totylco on plant 04 00 P. M01101 Of MON .11114 11006,1 11.460 flogtnwo Oflo,or No yr.4000.4 al
rt. .’.104 Mn
flat. to,enorl Swint and So floam0nd 550 4,4 tt010n404 of Sprint CO.Ixoltt.211004

t

P

WEDNESDAY

AUGUST 25, 2004

KASSING I Gives welcome address
continued from page 1
might be dill ores ," Nellen said. "But
the criteria for our needs would likely.
be the same."
Nellen said the last criteria would
be studied and new ads Would be rim,
but candidates will, need to know
about the same community concerns
as before.
"The size of’ city, the breadth
of majors, budget isores as well AS
commuter versus residential school
(issues)," she said.
California
Stare
University Director of Public Aflairs Colleen Bentley-Adler said searches are
conducted nationwide and normally
take between five and six months, but
t hat the Board of Trustees had not yet
had an opportunity to talk SIIKT Dr.
Yu had resigned.
"A ( t his point. we don’t know when
we will be doing die search," she said.
"Dr. Reed will be talking to the Board
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of Trustees at the next meeting in
September."
Bethany Shifflett, professor of
human performance who is coonlinator for this period on the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges
review accreditation review, said the
implementation of the strategic plan
will be important this year for SJSU.
"We need to maintain and move
forward with other projects such
as the (association)," which is the
accrediting body that Conducts its
review once every ten years, she said.
"It’s a very ’big, deal, a two-year
process," she said. ’The first year. is
complete and the team will be hem to
do an onsite review in October."
University Library ’Dean Patricia
Breivik expressed her support for the
strategic plan that Kassing outlined
dun ng his welcoming speech.
"We all feel relatively good about
feeling focused and knowing what our
priorities are," she said. "That’s a good

continuedfrom page 1
Ire said.
The last day to drop a class is
September 14 and the last day to add a.
class is September 21, Wada said.
In spite of all the iinprovetnents,
VV.ada admits this systetts is not
perfect.
"Certainly some students have been
calling because of questions and challenges, Wada said, "I haven’t heard
any major concerns, though, and iii

Don W. Kassing Biographical Sketch:
Title: San Jose State
University Vice President for
Administration and Finance
and currently as acting
President.
Education: Bachelor of
Science degree in Economics and MBA from St. Louis
University.
Work Experience: Kassing
has a total of 25 years in
higher education in Illinois,
Kentucky, Colorado and
California, He spent 11 years
in finance and operations
management in the corporate
sector for Brown Group Inc.
and General Motors Corp.
SJSU Experience: He has
been with SJSU since November 1993. He is responsible for
six major administrative units

WASH! NGTON WOMCIl who
drink mimeo soda or fruit punch
every day gain weight quickly and
face a sharply elevated risk of getting
diabetes, according to a major study
released Tuesday.
The study of more titan 50,000 U.S.
nurses found that those who drank just
one soda or l’ruit punch a day tended
to gain much more weight than those
who drank less than one a month, and
had more than an 80 percent increased
risk of developing the most common
form of diabetes, line risk pertained to
drinks sweetened with either sugar or
high-fructose corn syrup.
Although previous studies have
linked such drinks to obesity and
diabetes, the association has been the
subject of intense debate as health
activists have litught to ban soda
vending machines from schools and
the sugar industry has lobbied :igainst
dietary guidelines that discourage
sugar consumption by children and
.iclults. The new study is by far the
largest and best -designed and one oldie first to examine the issue in adults.
"The message is: Anyone who cares

on campus:
Administrative Systems and
Finance
Facilities Development and
Operations
Human Resources
University Police Department
University Computing and
Telecommunications
Spartan Shops Inc.
He has the overall
responsibility for all business
and financial affairs of the
campus as the Chief Financial
Officer. He is responsible for
the financing and construction
of the new Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Joint Library and the
Campus Village project. He
also serves as the treasurer
of the University Foundation
and provides administrative
oversight to all auxiliaries.

some students have been calling because o questions.’
don’t hear any major concerns, things
must be going well
David Barker, a senior majoring in
art, said the main problem he has bad
with the registration process has beett
the discontinuation of paper .bills for
enrollment fees.
"Normally, my dad handles the
payment and he usually gets a bill
or a .phone call," Barker’ said. "The
(MySJSU portal) doesn’t work on
my computer because f Use Mozilla
(Internet web browser). This semester,
Ire got a call after my classes had
already been dropped, but by then it

was ruin
Barker said Me classes he planned
to rake are now titil and be will have
to try to add them -on the first day nil
instruction.
I don’t understand

why they can’t
send bills," Barker said. "Credit card
bills and phone bills are still paper.
Instead they signed up for some hokey

Recent study proves increase
in weight gain, diabetes risk for
women consuming nondiet drinks
Associated Press

Don’t stress over parking when you can take alternative
transportation. It’s one less thing to worry about!

PAGE 5

about their health or the health of
their family would not consume these
beverages,’‘ said Walter Willett of the
larvard School of Public I lealth, who
helped conduct the study. "Parents
who care about their children’s health
shotikl not keep uhem at honie."
Neither diet soda nor non -sweetened fruit juices appear to carry the
satire risks, the researchers found.
Although the study involved only
women, the researchers believed that
the risks also hohl for men.
()titer experts agreed, saying the
study represented a milestone in the
debate over soft drink consumption,
which has skyrocketed in the past 20
years along with an obesity epidemic.
"While it shouldn’t be surprising
to anyone that soda causes weight
gain because it’s high in calories, these
findings are very stgnilicant. I think
they are really a wakeup call to the
consumer of soli dtink beverages, to
the government, to the community, to
primary cam providers," said Caroline
Apovian of the lloston University s,11001 ot Nledicine, who wrote an
editorial accompanying the findings in
Wednesdav’s Journal of the American
Nledical Association.

Internet NlySISU thing that doesn’t
even vork.""
Registrar services director \Vada
said his office always needs feedback.
"We always ask for Minn- from
students." he said, "Being in a new
system, we’re trying to do Me best we
can for students," .

The Grace Baptist Church Community
Invites the SJSU Community to Our

Campus Ministry Sunday
Part of our Back to. Life Worship Series
Celebrating a new season of study, work and worship
SUNDAY, AUGUST 29, 9:30 AM
Guest Speaker: Rev. Roger Wharton
Chaplain to SJSU, sispirit.org
Student Reception following Worship Service
All Students Are Welcome
Grace Baptist Church
484 E. San Fernando Street
At the corner of Tenth and San Fernando Streets
(Across from the Tenth Street Garage)
For more information, contact Pastor Michael-Ray Mathews at 408 2952056 or
pastor@gracechurchsj.org,
Grace Baptist Church is a partner congregation of sjspirit.org.
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New commute options are available this fall:
Expanded VTA Light Rail to Milpitas and East San Jose
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Park &
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Caltrain Baby Bullet Service
from San Francisco to San Jose
in under one hour
Trains also stop in Millbrae, Hillsdale, Palo
Alto, and Mountain View.

SJSU students and employees
can enjoy unlimited rides on all
VTA buses & Light Rail
with the AS Eco Pass!
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STUDENTS
ASSOCIATED
JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY
SAN

on Symphony packages of 6 or more concerts.
Call today for a free brochure or visit sfsymphony.org
for complete details. A 6-concert series starts at just $90.

season highlights

ra (3 pies)
SJSU

TRANSPORTATION
SOLUTIONS O.

visit us: wwwits.sjsuiedu

SanJoseState

students save 50%

408 924 RIDE
TS Center located in
Student Union Main Level

MU conducts Stravinsky’s
The Rite of Spring and Beethoven’s 9th
Midori plays the Beethoven Violin Concerto
ltzhak Perlman playsBach
Garrick Ohlsson plays Beethoven’s Emperor Concerto
Joshua Bell plays Tchaikovsky
Leif Ove Andsnes plays the Rachmaninoff
Piano Concerto No. 2
call (415) 864-6000 to subscribe todayl
online at sfsvmphony.org
enter 7E393 in the promotion code field
Ht.vv.lni Skinner. Student kitum is made possible In part through Me generosity Mille Wallace Foundation
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I poised for ’’ season full o upsets

By Mark Cornejo
Daily Sports Editor
The Western Athletic Conference
media members voting the San Jose
State University football team to finish dead last in the WAC this season
may have just made the Spartans one
dangerous team.

PREVIEW
"We’re excited about being picked
last," junior safety Eric Wilson said.
"It’s something we all talk about in
the locker room to get us pumped
up."
Hoping to follow in the footsteps
of teams like Northern Illinois
University and Bowling Green State
University, the Spartans hope to be
that "come -out-of-nowhere-team"
in 2004.
"We just want to be the ’Cinderella
Story’ this year," Wilson said.
Head coach Fitz Hill echoes his
starting safety’s thoughts, believing
the Spartans will turn some heads
with the amount of speed on the
team this season.
"This is by far the fastest team
we’ve had since I’ve been here,"
said Hill, who is entering his fourth
season with the Spartans.
Hill said the biggest change for
the team in 2004 is that the defense
will now be expected to be the
catalyst for the Spartans, a position
Julia Weeks/Daily Staff
the offense had held since Hill was
Freshman quarterback Adam Tafralis looks over the field before throwing a pass during a scrimmage on Friday, while head coach Fitz Hill (far right)
named head coach.
"We’re going to rely on our watches. Hill said he will make a decision later in the week on whether Tafralis or senior quarterback Dale Rodgers will be the starting quarterback
defense more," Hill said. "We expect when the Spartans take on Stanford University on Sept. 4.
our defense to set the tone. Last year
side of the ball is full of options, start- backs."
we always wanted the ball to start the coaching and play calling makes team feeds off of his big plays."
Joining Wilson and Powell in ing with the quarterback battle.
Hill said he will name a starter by
game, but now we’ll differ, letting our playing for him even more fun.
"Most
coaches
have a set playbook the defensive backfield are Jerre!!
The two candidates for the the end of this week, but that both
defense get out there."
and
don’t
go
off
it,"
Wilson
said. "He Hardy, Trestin George and Marshall position that have emerged this quarterbacks will play in the non The defense has welcomed two
new faces to their side of the ball, new just (calls) plays off the top of his Hendricks, all of who started at least summer are senior Dale Rodgers and conference games as a final test to
head."
one game for the Spartans in 2003.
defensive coordinator Keith Burns
freshman Adam Tafralis.
see who will be the lone starter when
The defense will also have safety
Jamonte Cox, who played in four
and
fullback-turned -linebacker
Hill said Rodgers is a more mature the Spartans begin to face off against
Josh Powell back on the field after games last season, will join Staples at presence in the backfield, however WAC opponents.
Ezekiel Staples.
"Coach Burns brings enthusiasm he was medically red-shirted after linebacker, while the defensive line Tafralis is able to move around better
"They both will play," Hill said.
to all 11 guys on the field," Wilson breaking his ankle in the beginning will include last year’s starters Sean and create plays.
"But it isn’t like we’ll have piatooning
said. "He makes us all believe in of last season.
McNamara, Larnell Ransom, Kinji
"(The coaches) are going to make quarterbacks. It all adds up to whoever
ourselves."
"Josh is a dominant physical Green and Eddie Brown.
the decision," Tafralis said. "But takes care of the ball bestprevents
Wilson added Burns’ style of player," Wilson said. "Our whole
As for the offense, Hill said that (Rodgers and I) got each other’s us from going backwards."

Although Hill doesn’t plan on
using more than one quarterback
during the season, he does plan on
using all five of the running backs he
has at his disposal.
Lance Martin, Tyson Thompson,
Lamar Ferguson, Yonus Davis and
Derrell Hutsona all plan to see time
in the backfield this season.
Hill said he will use the running
backs in certain situations that best fit
their running style,
Martin has been out with a
fractured right hand, but Hill expects
him to be back for the opening
game.
Hill said he is most excited about
Thompson coming to the Spartans,
since Hill began recruiting him back
in 1999 as a coach for the University
of Arkansas.
"He’s a special player," Hill said of
Thompson, who is listed as a junior.
"He’s a (South Eastern Conference)
caliber player."
With the running game being the
focal point of the Spartans offense,
Hill said he expects big things from
his offensive line.
Returning to the offensive line
are Osmar Staples, who is moving
to guard from tackle this season, and
center Matt Cantu, who will both
be joined by John Toensfeldt and
Amadeo Novella.
Hill said the wide receiver positions have begun to come together,
with Rufus Skillern, James Jones and
Casey Miranda as the top three on
the depth chart.
As for the tight end position, Kyle
Cancimilla will be replacing the tight
end tandem of Courtney Anderson,
who was selected by the Oakland
Raiders in the 2004 draft, and Leon
Pinky who left the team soon after
the end of the 2003 season.
Last season the tight end position
accounted for 717 receiving yards, as
well as 13 of the 18 receiving touchdowns by all Spartan receivers.
The place kicking responsibilities
are back on the foot of Jeff Carr, who
last season led the team in scoring
with 61 points.
The 2004 season will kickoff at
7 p.m. on Sept. 4 against Stanford
University at Stanford Stadium.

Durkin selected 44th overall pick in 2004 MLB draft
StaffReport
San Jose State University right-handed pitcher Matt
Durkin was selected by the New York 1%/lets in the second
round of the Major League Baseball First-Year Player
Draft on June 7.
SJSU infielder Kevin Frandsen, who was named to the
2004 All-WAC first team, was selected in the 12th round.
Being drafted by the San Francisco Giants, Frandsen may
be playing at Municipal Stadium, the home of their minor
league San Jose Giants.
Jose Amaya, who was a relief pitcher for the Spartans

over the past two seasons, was the third, and final Spartan
drafted during that weekend, selected in the 38th round by
the Cleveland Indians.
Durkin became only the second Spartan drafted in the
second round, the first being Mark Langston in 1981 by
the Seattle Mariners.
Durkin was a two-time All-WAC selection, and was
selected WAC Player of the Week six times in his three
years at San Jose State. He also struckout more than 10
batters in nine games in those three years.
By going 11-3 in his freshman year in 2002, Durkin
became the most winningest freshman pitcher at SJSU.
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By Ian Ross
Daily Senior Staff Writer

Senior goalkeeper Benton is healthy again
after missing most of the last two seasons because
of injury.
"We should be extremely strong in goal this
season," St. Clair said. "Dan Benton has looked
incredible and (backup) Brent Douglas has had a
great spring. The goalkeeper position is in good
hands."
Benton has waited almost a year since being
injured early last season against UC Santa
Barbara, suffering a perforated intestine when
an opposing forward slid into Benton’s body with
his cleats up.
"Our keepers and our defense are going to be
strong," St, Clair said. "I expect our strikers to
have big years. The real question is going to be
in midfield."
Former starting midfielders Frank Sanfilippo,
Artin Rodriguez and Francisco Martinez have all
moved on. Martinez, after the NCAA denied his
injury appeal for an extra season, remains with
the team as an assistant coach.
"Toward the end of last season (Sanftlippo
and Martinez) were hurt," midfielder Frank
Mata said, "so last year was our starting point for
filling in that gap.
Midfielders Jose Flores, Jose Juarez, Aaron
Perego and Lee Sandwina all saw significant
action last season and will be counted on to help
man the center of the field this year, Sr. Clair
said.

After winning its conference and advancing
to the first round of the NCAA Tournament last
season, the Spartan men’s soccer team returns
most of its starters and expectations are high for
a repeat performance in 2004.

PREVIEW
"We’ve got the team to do it this year," senior
forward Tim McKinney said, adding that the
team would use the disappointment of last year’s
first round tournament exit as motivation for this
season.
Goalkeeper Daniel Benton, returning from an
intestinal injury this season, said he expects this
team to be stronger than last season’s squad.
"We’re looking good," Benton said. "We’ve
got depth in a lot of positions. I think it will be
stronger. Yeah, we did lose (midfielder) Frank
Sanfilippo, but we have one more year of experience for the rest of us."
San Jose State University will play an
exhibition game at 3 p.m. against University
of California Santa Cruz on Friday at Spartan
Soccer Field before opening the regular season at
5 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. I at home against Notre
Dame de Namur University.
"We’ll be trying to settle the soccer team, try
to solidify the team in certain positions," Coach
Gary St. Clair said of the exhibition game. "It
means nothing in terms of wins and losses, but it
does have meaning for players in terms of playing
time and who starts."

The Schedule

After opening the season against Notre Dame
de Namur, the Spartans will host Cal State
Monterey Bay before embarking on a rough
Returning Starters
four-game road swing.
"I think as long as we do well at the beginning
While the Spartans lost three key midfielders of our season and beat the teams we should be
this offseason in Sanfilippo, Artin Rodriguez and beating, I don’t see any reason why we can’t bring
Francisco Martinez, the rest of the team remains a championship home again," Poggio said.
largely intact.
The Spartans will hit the road to face geoStarting forwards Randy Poggio and Johnny graphic rivals Stanford University, UC Berkeley,
Gonzalez, who combined to score 23 goals last Santa Clara University and the University of San
season, are both returning this year. Forwards Francisco in mid -September.
Eric Rodriguez and McKinney also figure to see
Both Cal and Santa Clara begin the season
extensive playing time, St. Clair said.
.ranked in the top 20 nationally. Santa Clara is
The starting defensive line front last season ranked No. 16 in the nation and Cal is ranked
also remains intact, led by Rich Halvorsen, Chris No. 20.
Mackey and Dylan Pender.
The Spartans defeated Santa Clara 2-1 last
However, if the Spartans are going to win the season when the Broncos were ranked fifth in the
Mountain Pacific Sports Federation title for the country. However, SJSU’s 2003 season ended at
second straight season, they will have to do so the hands of Cal in the NCAA Tournament.
despite some changes in the midfield and at the
"A lot of guys are looking forward to (the Cal
goalkeeper position.
game)," St. Clair said.
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Spartan midfielder lose Flores tries to keep his balance against CSU Monterey Bay in 2003.
The Spartans will hit the field at 3 p.m. on Friday at Spartan Soccer Field against UC Santa
Cruz.
The Spartans will begin conference play on
Oct. 1 at Denver, followed by a game Oct. 3 at
the Air Force Academy.
The main difference between this season
and last is that the MPSF has eliminated its
postseason tournament in favor of double round
robin play in the regular season.
Last season, the Spartans won the conference
in the regular season and then had to win the
postseason tournament in order to advance to the
NCAA Tournament.
This season, each team in the conference will
play the other teams twice, nice at home and
once on the road. The regular season conference
champion will advance to the NCAA’s automatically.
Defensive captain Halvorsen said he could
see positives and negatives to double round robin
play
"We don’t get to play the L.A. teams
like (Loyola Marymount Un;versity or UC
Santa Barbara) which takes away our strength of
schedule a bit," he said.
A weaker schedule could hurt the Spartans
in terms of receiving an at-large bid into the

tournament.
On a positive note, the elimination of the
postseason tournament means that "a team that
didn’t win all year can’t sneak in and get an
automatic berth," Halvorsen said.
The Spartans first three conference games are
on the road, which could make getting off to a
quick start more difficult.
"The first weekend we’re away at Denver and
Air Force," St, Clair said. "Any time of the year
that’s a wicked road trip."
The Spartans will play four games in Spartan
Stadium this season, one each against conference
opponents Air Force, the University of Nevada
Las Vegas, the University of New Mexico and
Sacramento State University.
Sr. Clair said he expects that every team in the
conference will have improved over last season.
Although the Spartans and New Mexico have
met for the conference title the last few seasons,
St. Clair said it would be a mistake to focus on
New Mexico and look past the other teams.
SJSU plays New Mexico two of the last three
games of the season, finishing with a road game
against the Lobos.
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Back-to-College
Checklist

4t FOR YOUR KITCHEN NEM
U COMPACT REFRIGERATOR $54.86
U SUNBEAM MICROWAVE OVEN $29.87
U SUNBEAM 12 CUP COFFEE MAKER $9.43
SUNBEAM TOASTER OVEN $18.88
SUNBEAM BLENDER $13.84
NECESSFITES YOE NEATNESS:
U BISSELL VACUUM CLEANER $46.32
DURABRAND IRON $6.45
U IRONING BOARD $9.44
U 13 PK. CLOTHES HANGERS $ .97

ALWAYS LOW PRICES

Wainiart.cont

GET YOUR SCHOOLWORK DONE:
U MAINSTAY COMPUTER CART $29.63
U STUDENT MODEL C4 SWIVEL
CHAIR $17.62
U FILLER PAPER $ .50
10 PK. BIC BALLPOINT PENS $ .96
U GOOSENECK DESK LAMP $4.97
FUEL YOUR BRAIN:

U 24 PK. .5 LITER NESTLE WATER $3.96
U 2 LITER PEPSI $1.98

MAKIC YOUR BEDROOM HIP:
ci NO BOUNDARIES TWIN MICROFIBER
COMFORTER $19.82
ci DEEP POCKET PILLOWS $2.92
Li WALL MIRROR $4.85
Li MAINSTAY TORCHIERE FLOOR LAMP $8.44

WAL*MART

iW

DOWN TIME FUN:
Li SANYO 19" TV $99.74
EMERSON DVDNCR PLAYER $89.74
CD DISK BURNER $149.42

Stores located at
301 Ranch Dr. Milpitas, Ca 95035
408-934-0304
7:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m.
Striae

777 Story Rd. San Jose, Ca 95112
408-885-1142
8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.

open 7 days a week

Our people make the DIFFERENCE!

5502 Monterey Rd. San Jose Ca 95138
408-363-9050
7:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m.
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Calendar
Projekt Revolution Tour featuring Korn, Snoop Dogg, The
Used, Less Than Jake, Downset
and others will take place Sept.
5 at the Shoreline Amphitheatre
in Mountain View. Tickets are
$49.50 and are available by calling Ticketmasteeat (408) 998TIXS.
Bone Bath 5 featuring Deep
Purple, Joe Satriani, Dokken,
Blue Oyster Cult and Thin
Lizzy will take place at 4:30
p.m. on Sept 5 at the Chronicle
Pavilion in Concord. Tickets
range from $23.75 to $58.75
and are available through
Tickenhaster at (408) 998TIXS.
Flogging Molly will perform
with Street Dogs and The
Briggs at 8 p.m. on Sept. 14 at
the Warfield in San Francisco.
Tickets are $20 and can be
bought by calling Ticketmaster
at (408) 998-TIXS.
Anti-Flag will perform with
Midtown, The Nightwatchmen,
Strike Anywhere, Epoxies,
and Mike Park at 7 p.m. on
Sept. 21 at the Fillmore in
San Francisco. Tickets are
$15 and are available through
Ticketmaster by calling (408)
998-TIXS.
Performing Arts
The San Jose Repertory Theatre
will hold an open house for
San Jose State University students at 8 p.m. on Thursday.
The open house will have free
beer and food, and there will
be live music from Drunken
Starfighter. For more information, call (408) 367-7297.
The White Murder Case will run
from Sept. 11 through Sept. 26
at the Lucie Stern Theater in
Palo Alto. Tickets range from
$18 to $29 and are available by
calling (650) 329-0891.
One Hundred Years ofPolitical
Theatre, a festival of short
plays, will take place beginning
Tuesday and ending Sept. 26
at the Eastenders Repertory
Company in Oakland. Tickets
range from $10 to $20 and are
available by calling (510) 5684118.

San Francisco Finge Festival
featuring music, theater, comedy and performance art begins
Sept. 8 and runs through Sept.
19. Tickets are $8 per show and
are available by calling (415)
673-3847.

Professional crewfilms
By John Myers
Daily il&E Editor
Director Andy Hill sat in his own
folding directors chair in front of
two monitors resting on a utility cart
in the hallway of the Duncan Hall
basement.
"Actually, I’m lucky to have it," he
said, stroking the armrests. "Normally
it’s just a box,"
Everything on the set of the
independent film "The Last," part of
which is filmed on the San Jose State
University campus, is done with the
materials available.
The writer is also the producer, the
art director is also the photographer
and the stuntman is also an actor.
"Everybody wears a double hat,"
said Tomas Puig, the writer and one of
the producers for the film.
The movie began filming Aug.
16 in an anthropology lab room in
Washington Square Hall and has
since filmed in Duncan Hall and the
Seventh Street garage.
Puig, a former SJSU student,
began writing the script for his dark
vampire film approximately five
months ago after discussing the story
with a friend.
He then teamed with De Anza
College student Christine Sechrist,
associate producer on the film, and
decided to turn his script into a
feature film.

"There’s a lot of
people workingfor
little or no money.
We’re all in the same
boat and we all have
to pull together or the
boat sinks."
Andy Hill,
director
"I didn’t want to do the standard
vampire in the film," Puig said.
"I wrote sort of an anti -vampire.
I wanted a good, strong script
with real characters, not shallow
characters."
With a budget of $15,000 to
$20,000, this film is only a small blip
on the radar as far as most independent
films go, Puig said.
"1 hat’s unheard of," he said. "The
average budget for an indie film now
is about $150,000 to S200,000. We’re
nothing."
Regardless of the low budget, the
cast and crew are made up of local
professionals who all answered casting calls or were hired by Puig and
Sechrist’s production company, Puig
Sechrist Films.
Producing the film is usually one of
the most difficult parts of the process,
associate producer Sechrist said.
"Production is the key, because it
starts everything rolling," she said.
"People invest in movies just like
others invest in the stock market.
The movie is the product, and there’s
always the risk you’re not going to
get your money back. You hope for a
distribution company to buy the film
when it’s all done."
Sechrist said she :int! Puig pitched
the film toil few investors, but the ma-

Pr"

jority of the funding is coming directly
from Puig’s and Sechrist’s pockets.
Director Hill said each person
on the cast and crew is do)ng his or
her fair share to make sure the movie
succeeds.
"There’s a lot of people working
for little or no money," he said.
"It’s not so much a job though, as
something we actually want to make
happen. We’re all in the same boat
and we all have to pull together or the
boat sinks."
"The Last" has not been
without its problems during the
production. Besides locations falling through and doing paperwork
for the proper rights to film in
certain areas, Puig said one main
problem was the use of squibs,
small explosive charges placed on
an actor’s body that give the effect
of gun -shot wounds.
"We couldn’t afford the squibs,"
Puig said. "With all the fire permits
Jason Fithian / Daily Staff
and everything, since they are explosives, it would cost us about $3,000 to
Lead
actors
Bill
Beckwith
and
Caroline
Heerwangon, both left, joke around on the set of "The Last" while
do two bullet holes."
One of Puig’s crewmen devised a director of photography Damian Lucas receives a helping hand from director Andy Hill, right, inside the Seventh
low-cost solution so the vampire in the Street garage on Aug. 19.
film could still get shot.
"Our squibs are an air compressor
and a vinyl hose," said production
manager Greg Ruddy, who came up
with the solution. "We cut a hole in
the side of the hose and tape it to
the actor’s body. We fill it with (fake)
blood and pop it at 25 to 30 (pounds
per square inch) and it looks like a
gunshot."
The crew used the mock squib

for the first time in the film while
shooting in the Seventh Street
garage.
At first, the blood was getting
caught up in the actor’s shirt, but
by the end of the night, the vampire
was able to get shot with realistic
effects.
"It doesn’t spray for three hours like
in Japanese kung fu movies," Ruddy
said. "It just makes enough of a burst
to work."
Bill Beckwith, an actor from
San Francisco who is playing the
lead male role, said he was most
looking forward to action scenes
like the one in which the crew used
the squibs.
"With my background in dance, I
really love movement," Beckwith said.
"So I am looking forward to the fight
scenes the choreography of the
fights."
Beckwith also said working with
the rest of the cast and crew has been a
good experience for him.
"I’ve liked forming the relationships
with (lead female character) Christine
and (male
character) Miklos,"
Beckwith said. "I’ve had a lot of fun
working with him."
Beckwith said he has done acting
work in New York on a couple of films
and a television documentary.
Filming for "The Last" continues in the Bay Area until the
middle of September, when the
editing process will begin. The
movie currently does not have an
official release date.
"We want to be really
careful with the release date,"
writer and producer Puig said,
because he hopes a distribution
company will buy the rights to
"The Last."
"It will be done by Jan. 1 and we
want to hit a few festivals next year,"
Puig said.

Jason Fithian / Daily Staff
Director Andy Hill is surrounded by cast and crew as they watch the playback of a scene for the new independent
vampire film entitled "The Last" inside the Seventh Street garage on Aug. 19.
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xorast fails to scare
with dragging plotline

Real characters
drive Garden State
By Claire Taylor
Daily Copy Editor
Everyone is trying to find themselves. Some travel. Some take risks
for the rush. Some continually search
for that one life-changing experience.
All are just wandering, looking for a
feeling, a moment, a home.

REVIEW
"Garden State" is a movie in
part about coming home, but more
importantly about finding home.
Star Zech Braff, who is also the
first-time writer and director of the
film, plays Andrew Largeman, a struggling actor in Los Angeles. Estranged
from his family since he was a teen-ager,
Largeman returns to his home in New
Jersey -his parents’ home - after the
sudden death of his mother.
This film is visually stunning
- not in an expansive, long fields way,
but because it is so intimate.
Throughout the film, Braff
demonstrates an obvious eye for details
of everyday life, specifically through
comments made out of politeness or
awkwardness and small observations in
conversation. Visually, the film is often
gray or bluish in tone and Braff’s sense
of space is dead on, capturing moments
with perfect pace, rhythm and focus.
Supporting actors Peter Sarsgaard and
Alex Bums star as Largeman’s friends
from high school, who Largeman catches
up with during his first night in town.
Each character adds comical moments,
especially Sarsgaard’s sarcastic portrayal

of Largeman’s main sidekick, Mark.
Largeman’s love interest, Sam, is
especially endearing. Played by Natalie
Portman, Sam is an eclectic girl, who is
(most of the time) wholly and unapologetically herself. Portman is able to pull
off this pureness of character with ease.
Also making an appearance in the
film is (Mr. Bilbo Baggins to you, sir)
Ian Holm. Starring as Largeman’s
father, who is also his long-time psychiatrist, Holm’s character is distant
and cold. His acting is sparse and so is
his role in this film.
Whoever chose the music also
did an excellent job. Soft songs from
Nick Drake, Frou Frou and the
Shins, among others, are peppered
throughout the film. None of the
songs overshadows the acting, but
each works within the scenes and feels
perfectly in place. Iron and Wine’s
cover of the Postal Service song "Such
Great Heights" is especially beautiful
in the context of the film.
The words, setting and emotion are
so true to life that this could be anyone’s
life we are watching. For the hour,anda-half duration of the film, set across five
days, we are viewing ordinary people in
an ordinary setting. And we are watching Largeman change dramatically
within that short span of time.
Because of this display of relatable
incidents and dialogue that are true to
the characters, "Garden State" carries
a strong sense of reality. These are
people we know, the locale is familiar,
and by the end of the film we only
want to know them better.
"Garden State" preaches about
living in the now. It is about being
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Scenes generate laughter instead ofscreams
By Elizabeth Nguyen
Daily Production Editor
Anyone going to "The Exorcist; The Beginning" and
looking for a scare will be running out of the theater - and
it won’t be because the movie was scary.

REVIEW

Photo courtesy of Twentieth Century Fox
Zach Braff stars in "Garden State,"
which is currently in theaters.

okay with the way things are, even if
the way things were wasn’t perfect.
There are flaws and things to be
nitpicked over in "Garden State," as
in any movie - such as its predictable
ending - but overall, Braff does an
amazing job ass first-time director.
This is not a summer blockbuster
chock full of special effects. It isn’t a
comedy with naked girls and oversexed
teen-agers. This is part of the new breed
of films, focusing on everyday relationships, settings and real life situations.
And because of people like Zech
Braff, these backyard vignettes are
worth watching.

"The Exorcist: The Beginning" is a prequel to the first
Exorcist movie and tells the story of Lancaster Merrin,
played by actor Stellan Skarsgard.
Merrin is a priest who experienced atrocities during
World War II and has lost his faith.
The story, set in the late 1940s, has more of a creepy
Indiana Jones adventure feel to it, minus the adventure and
the screams.
Merrin travels to East Africa in search of an ancient
artifact of a demon representation in a church that not even
the great and powerful Vatican knows about.

Photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures
Gabriel Mann (left) and Stellan Skarsgard star in
Morgan Creek’s prequel to "The Exorcist," "Exorcist:
The Beginning.’

with more laughter than screams.
There’s nothing like the sight of a possessed woman
grinding up on a priest to get the crowd laughing in the
memory of "The Exorcist" being parodied in "Scary Movie
2."
People hoping to go on a scary movie date will be
better off microwaving some popcorn and cuddling under
a blanket with the first "Exorcist." Those curious enough to
want to see "The Beginning" should hold off a few months
and watch it alone and in the dark on DVD - at least that
will be scarier.
Regardless of the gory scenes and screams of "the power
of Christ compels you," a nine-year-old boy would probably be more scared not knowing whether he will make it
through catechism class.
The only thing that was terrifying about the movie was
that anyone decided to make it at all.

!ellthough the movie was only
an hour andforty minutes, The
Beginningfelt like it dragged on
for three."
On his journey to a land plagued with war and misfortune, Merrin is joined by Father Francis, actor James
D’Arcy, a priest doing missionary work for the Vatican
and nurse Sarah, actress Izabella Scorupco, the beautiffil
enchantress who seems to win Merrin’s heart.
Although the movie was only an hour and forty minutes,
The Beginning" felt like it dragged on for three.
As scary as the movie’s trailer was, the theater was filled
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Two Russian planes crash

Let’s get this party started.

Photos by Tomomi Tsuda/Daily Staff

Above: Campus volunteers welcome the
new incoming students at the Welcome
Convocation Tuesday morning at Tower
Lawn.

Left: (from left) North Hollenbeck, a freshman from California, Tun Tun Linn, a masters
student from Burma and Tadafumi Ido, a
masters student from Japan, enjoy their
first activity at the Welcome Convocation in
front of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Joint
Library Tuesday morning. New students
were able to meet other students at the
event.

AUGUST 25, 2004

MOSCOW Two Russian airliners
crashed within minutes of each other
Tuesday night after taking off from the
same airport, leading President Vladimir
V. Putin to order an investigation into
possible terrorism.
The two planes, which left from
Moscow’s Domodedovo Airport, carried
a total of about 90 people, authorities
said.
All passengers and crew members of
the first plane, a Tu-134, were confirmed
dead, an Emergency Situations Ministry
spokesman told the Russian news agency
Interfax.
That plane was believed to be carrying
43 people, although different authorities
initially gave various counts. The ministry
spokesman said the tail of the airliner was
discovered about 750 yards from the main
wreckage.
Pieces of the second plane were found
hours after it disappeared from radar
screens, but there was no immediate word
about any possible survivors, the ministry
said.
Immediately before disappearing,
the second plane sent a distress signal
indicating that it had been hijacked,
Interfax reported, quoting an unnamed
government source.
The incidents came amid fears that
separatist rebels in Russia’s war-torn
southern republic of Chechnya would
launch attacks before Sunday’s presidential election there, which a Kremlinbacked candidate is expected to win.
The balloting is to pick a successor to
Alchmad Kadyrov, who was assassinated
in a May bombing.
Chechen separatists have been accused
of several terrorist attacks in Russia in
recent years.
Last week, guerrillas carried out a major raid in Grozny, the Chechen capital.
There was no immediate claim of
responsibility. Chechen groups have
claimed some terrorist attacks, and have
denied others for which the Russians
have blamed them.
Domodedovo Airport continued to
operate, but additional security measures
were implemented, Interfax reported.
The stepped -up security was originally
ordered after a bomb exploded about 7:40
p.m. Tuesday at a bus stop in Moscow, the
news agency said, quoting civil aviation
authorities.

At least three people were reported
injured in that blast, which came before
the two aircraft were reported to have
disappeared from radar, just a few
minutes apart.
Security was also reported tightened
at Sheremetyevo, Moscow’s main international airport, and at other airports
across the country.
Domodedovo opened a special
telephone hotline and started providing
psychological care and medical aid for
distraught relatives arriving at the airport
to await further news, Itar-Tass news
agency reported.
According to Interfax, witnesses
reported seeing an explosion on board
one of the planes just before it crashed
about 100 miles south of Moscow.
The Emergency Situations Ministry
said the Tu-134 airliner, en route from
Moscow to Volgograd with 35 passengers
and eight crew members, crashed late
Tuesday evening.
However, Mikhail Muzrayev, deputy
prosecutor of the Volgograd region, who
announced the crash to people waiting
for the plane’s arrival at the Volgograd
airport, said there were a total of 41
people on board, Itar-Tass reported.
Wreckage of the Tu-134, including its
tail and parts of the fuselage, was found
near the village of Buchalki in the Tula
region, the ministry said. The crew had
not reported any problems before the
crash, Itar-Tass reported. The Tu-134 was
owned by Volga-Aviaexpress, Interfax
said.
The Russian news agency RIA
Novosti reported that pieces of wreckage
were found far enough apart to indicate
that the aircraft may have exploded or
disintegrated while in flight.
The second plane was reported
down in a region about 600 miles south
of Moscow. Air traffic controllers lost
contact with the second plane about
three minutes after losing contact with
the first.
The second plane was a Tu-154 with
44 passengers and eight crew members on
board, the ministry said.
Contact with the second plane, which
was flying from Moscow to the Black Sea
resort of Sochi, was lost when it was near
the southern city of Rostov-on -Don. It
had been in service since 1982, Interfax
reported.

"There were no foreign citizens on
the lists of passengers of the two airliners
that flew out to Volgograd and Sochi
from Domodedovo on Tuesday evening,"
Domodedovo Airport spokesman Igor
Tilchomirov told Interfax.
"President Vladimir Putin has
instructed the Federal Security Service
to launch an investigation into the two
immediately," presidential
incidents
spokesman Alexei Gromov told Interfax.
The security service is the main successor to the KGB.
Reflecting suspicions that the incidents could be terrorism-related, Interfax
quoted an unnamed Russian aviation
security expert discussing the possibility.
"Both the planes took off from the
same Moscow airport and disappeared
from radar screens at about the same
time, all of which suggests that terrorist
attacks, planned in advance, may have
been involved," the expert said.
"Experts working at the Domodedovo
airport and in the area in the Tula region,
where one of the planes crashed, will
make a final conclusion," he said. "What
is important now is to get information
from the scene of the crash in the Tile
region quickly. An examination of the
wreckage and flight recorders will help
reveal causes of the crash and establish
whether there was an explosion on board
the plane before it crashed."
Russian civil aviation has had a checkered past, and the Tupolev series of planes
has been a target of safety complaints.
There have been at least 28 previous
crashes of the Tu-154 since 1973 and 25
of the Tu-134 since 1971, according to
the website Air Safety Online.
Volga-Aviaexpress General Director
Yuri Baichkin was the pilot of the airliner
that crashed near Tula, Interfax reported,
quoting a company source.
"Baichkin is a professional pilot who
regularly steers our liners," a company
source told the news agency.
"The crew is experienced, and the
plane is not old and performed only two
flights on that day. It is clear that neither
the plane, nor the crew, can be blamed for
the crash."
Volga-Aviaexpress is a small regional
air company that owns two Tu-134A and
four Yak-42D planes.
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